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The caief pur 


se of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 


neautics to the flying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 


Guard, and others connected with aviatio 


n, 
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THREE HUNDRED PERCENT SAFER THAN THE AIRLINES !! 








By the Randolph Field Correspondent 


American-operated airlines, criss- 
crossing the United States and also 
plying their way into the frozen reach- 
es of the north country and the tropical 
neat of equatorial lands, established 
an enviable record in safety of opera- 
tion during the calendar year of 19358 
figures pony he: released by the Civil 
Aeronautics Authority revealed. A total 
ef 81,058,127 revenue airplane miles 
was flown, with only 45 deaths during 
the entire one-year period. Therefore, 
the average number of airplane miles 
per accident was almost two million - 
to be exact, 1,801,291 miles for each 
coum in a scheduled air transport 
plane. 

However, during the fiscal year from 
July 1, 1938, to June 30, 1939, the 
Primary Flying School at Rendoiph 
Field, Texas, where almost 90 percent 
of the flying is of the student train- 
ing variety, boasts of a safety record 
that surpasses the airlines by mor 


than 300 percent, Approximately 00,000; 
airplane hours, or 17,000,000 airplane 


miles were flown at the "West Point of 
the Air" during the twelve-month period 
and with only tnree fatalities, a death 
for every 5,600,000 airplane miles, as 
compared with the 1,801,291 miles - the 
airline record. 

That such a phenomenal record for 
serene of operation should be built up 
by a Primary Flying School is even more 
remarkable, for actuarial statistics 
show that, although traini activities 
are not any more hazardous than the 
early years of a pilot's career after 
his graduation with his coveted set of 


wings, never-the-less, there are slight- ing the 
mile 


ly more fatalities during this period 
than later, when experience and judg- 
ment have been developed. 

Of the three fatalities occurring at 
Randolph Field during the 17,000,000 
miles of flying two of them can readi- 
ly be termed "freak accidents." Last 
August, a Flying Cadet and his instruc- 
tor had landed and were stationary on 
the airdrome, when another plane, 
piloted by a student, swerved duri 
the take-off, crashed into the firs 
plane, killing the student pilot seated 


| therein, ; 
| Again, during May, 1939, a Flying 
Cadet, returning to Rando h Field 
during the course of a night navigation 
flight, part of the curriculum of the 
Basic Stage, was trepped by a miniature 
tornado, which suddenly broke off from 
a tounde®storm several miles off the 
course, cut a swata less than a mile 
wide, and as suddenly dissipated it- 
self, The Cadet made a successful 
Se gee jump, but the. landing in a 
igh wind and in total darkness result- 
' ed in death. is . 
--~000--- 


| 
DOUGHTY LITTLE FIGHTERS GO INTO DISCARD 


| Eight obsolescent P-6E's recently 
made their last flight. Headed by 
Captains Joel EH. Ma ae end Thomas J. 
Ose, eight Randolph Field pilots 

ferried the time-worn Pursuit airplanes 
from Maxwell Field, Ala., to the 
civilian flying schools being utilized 
by the Air Corps as Primary Flyi 
Schools, there to find their fina 
resting place in the ground school 
hangers. 

Before they departed from Randolph 
Field, each of the eight pilots pro- 
i vided themselves with a large 





| 
lacard 
| reading: "FOR GROUND INSTRUCTIONAL 
| PURPOSES AND NOT TO Bs FLOWN." Upon 
i completion of the flights, the signs 
| were affixed to each plane, thus end- 
| ing the career of another group of 
|'planes whose ae ebay pom, has been far 
surpassed by later developments. 
Other payers participating in ferry- 
-6E's down the "last long 

" were Lieuts. James M. Treweek, 
William H, Councill, Frank E, Rouse, 
William L. Hayes, Jr., Thomas S. Power 
wena S. Harris, all of Randolph 

eld. 


The P-6E Pursuit airplane is about 
eight years old. A contract for 46 
of these planes was approved by tne 
Secretary of War on Faly 8, 1931. The 
17th Pursuit Squadron, Selfridge Field, 


Mich,, was the first organization to 
| receive this plane. 
1- V-8137, A.C. 














ACTIVITIES OF 77TH PURSUIT SQUADRON 


The past three months have been busy 
ones, indeed, for the 77th Pursuit 
= ena Barksdale Field, oe imac 

e- gunnery camp, examinations 
spections and reviews coming in rapid 
succession, The inevitable rush to con- 
plete the training schedule, coupled 
with the above activities, has left 
practically no opportunities for idle- 
ness. 


The ery c proved very success- 
ful this year, both from the standpoint 
of the field set-up and aerial ¢ ery 
scores. The basing of the Squadron.a 
the Galveston Municipal Airport instead 
of Fort Crockett greatly facilitated 
daily operations, due to good runways 
and the larger area of the field. Prior 
to the firing, low scores were antici- 
oege due to the outlawing of hits in 
he tubes of the target. However, after 
the scores were calculated, it was dis- 
covered that this fear was unfounded, 
as evidenced by the high scores of most 
of the pilots. Upon return from the 


gunnery ¢c 

the outfit hit the books in preparation 
for the examination for Regular commis- 
sions, this in the endeavor to make up 
for time lost at Galveston. They learn- 
ed that gunnery camp is not conducive 
to good study and concentration. 

An epidemic of inspections and re- 
views has kept both pilots and enlisted 
ireouses going at top speed. The en- 

isted men are to be complimented on 
the splendid and efficient manner in 
which they have functioned during this 
period of extensive operations, keeping 
& maximum number of planes in the air 
at all times, day and night. 

Lieut, Arman Peterson was recently de- 
tailed as Grou engeneet ing Officer,and 
is well qualified for so responsible a 
position. "Pete" was graduated from 
the Training Center in October, 1937, 
and he received his Regular commission 
just a year ago. He is ably filling the 
shoes of Lieut, Norman Sillin, also 
from the 77th, who was recently detail- 
ed to the Air Corps Tactical School. 
Captain John W. Kirby, "B" Flight Com- 
mander, also recently reported to Max- 
gers ~— to attend the Tactical 

chool. . z ; 


in- 


Practically every. night for. the past 
two weeks has seen the 77th take to the 
@ir in an endeavor to insure that its | 
10% night flying would be Sy oe by 

y lst. Trips to Brownsville, Okla- 
homa City, ‘and San Antonio after dar 
‘are the order of the day. 5 


The 77th is proud to welcome four new 


the Reserve officers in | 





ical ro sap from Alabama Polytechnic 
Institute; Lieut. Lawrence, & mechan- 
ical engineer from L.S.U.; Lieut. 
Hubbard, of Fort Worth, and Lieut, 
Grossetta from Tucson, Arizona, All 
four officers were graduated in Pursuit 
Aviation. <a 
, ww) 0 www 


LIGHTER-THAN-AIR ACTIVITIES AT FT. SILL 


Pilots of the lst Balloon Squadron, 
Fort Sill, Oklahoma, made two free bal- 
loon flights ering the month of June, 
Majors Ira R, Koenig and William C, 
Farnum, Air Corps, took the first 
flight together, using a 35,000-cubic 
ft. balloon, and carrying Private lst 
Class Kenneth Elgin as Erpuonter. Major 
Farnum took the second flight, using a 
19,000 cubic ft. balloon and carrying 
Private lst Class James E. Cable as 
passenger. 

Captain Gerald C. Johnston, lst Bal- 
loon Souadron, is at the Air Corps Tac- 
tical School, Maxwell Field, Ale., 


| being a member of the class which 


started on June l, 1939. 

Privates W.M. Thompson, lst Balloon 
Squadron, and B.B, noes, of Flight 
ian lgth Observation Squadron, were 
recently appointed to the United States 
Military Academy, West Point, N.Y., re- 
porting there on July lst. Both men 
attended the West Point Prep School at 
Fort Sill, and later "preped" at Camp 
Bullis. in the final examination at 
the last-named post, Private Skaggs 
rated second in the Corps Area. 

Staff Sergeant Thomas V. Wyllsey, lst 
Balloon Squadron, was recently ordered 
to Hawaii, and will sail from Charles- 
ton, §.C., on the September transport. 
"We regret his leaving," says the News 
Letter Correspondent, "and the best 
wishes of all Air Corps troops go with 
him to his new panto el 

wwenD\ )Omnwe 


POOL IN "FULL SWIM" AT BOLLING FIELD 


The swimming pool at Bolling Field, 
D.C., was opened:recently for the cur- 
rent season, and: is under the care of 
Corporal Quinn, of the 14th Air Base 
Squadron. The hours for enlisted men 
have been changed as compared with 
other years, .sO that the men might en- 
joy the privileges of the pool for 

onger periods. fFrom the remarks of 
the men, it appears that the change is 
meeting full approval. Free swimming 
jlessons and life-saving lessons, under 


jthe direction of a life-saving instruc- 


tor, are available at all times. 


7-000 --- 





pilots ~ Lieut. Gilchrist, an’ aeronaut- 
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BRAZILIAN MILITARY MISSION VISITS AIR CORPS POSTS 


Randolph Field, Texas 


The assembled air strength of the Air 
Corps Training Center, almost 300 air- 
planes, ranging in size from the Prima- 
ry Training planes to the giant twin- 
engined Bombers, were ers before 
Major General Pedro Aurellio de Goes 
Monteiro, Chief of Staff of the Brazil- 
ian Army, and kis staff during their 
visit to Randolph Field recently as 
part of a nation-wide inspection trip 
of U.S. Army stations. . 

Traveling in six Air Corps Transport 
lenes, the party arrived at the "West 
Oint of the Air" at noon on June 25th. 

They were met by Major General H,J. 
Brees, Conmanding General of the Eighth 
Corps Area; Colonel A. W. Robins, Com- 
manding Officer of the Air Corps Train- 
ing Center; Lieut. Colonel Edwin B. 
Lyon, Commanding Officer of Randolph 
Field, and other high ranking Army and 
Air Corps officials. A seventeen-gur 
salute was fired in honor of the visit- 
ing dignitary, and a 150-man guard of 
honor was presented to him. 

Following luncheon at the Officers' 
‘Mess, an inspection tour of Randolph 
Field was made, es) which General 
Monteiro appeared to be aha speed 
impressed with the assemblage of planes. 
Foth ramps of the huge airdrome were 
crowded with planes, erranged three 
abreast in order to accommodate them 


all. The ie! Field contingent, num- 
——s almost 100, staged an_ impromptu 
aerial review, dipping in salute as 


pam took off for the return flight to 
their base, : ; 

A depth perception within five milli- 
meters was shown by General Monteiro 
during his inspection of the School of 
Aviation Medicine. Mejor John M, Har- 
greaves, Medical Corps, while explain- 
ing the intricate devices used to deter- 
mine the physical fitness of Air Corps 
officers, invited the Brazilian offici- 
al to operate the depth perception 
strings. A reading of five millimeters 
was anuounced, and it brought a smile 
of poauste to General Monteiro's face. 

gh civic and military officials co- 
operated in a mammoth banquet that even- 
ing, at which General Monteiro in an 
address told of the friendship and es- 
teem that existed in his country for 
its neighbor to the north. 

ph Sega a review of the Second Di- 
vision at Fort Sam Houston on the morn- 
ing of June 26th, General Monteiro and 
his party departed by air for Fort 
Bliss, at El Paso, Texas, the next stop 
of his nation-wide tour. 


Barksdale Field, La, 
The Chief of Staff of the Brazilian 





Army, Major General Pedro Aurelio de 


Goes iionteiro, accompanied by his staff 
and several officers of the American ‘i 
Arny , was an honored guest of Barksdale [ 
Field on June 24th and 25th. f 
The General and his party arrived at 
Barksdale Field from Langley Field, Va., 
the first stop on their c2-day tour of 
the country from coast to coast, after 
making an unscheduled stop in Nashville, 
Tenn, ‘the 1,400-mile flight from 
Langley to Barksdale was intended to be | 
nonstop, but strong headwinds forced 
the party down at Nashville, where they 7 
refueled and took off an hour later. : 
Six Douglas Army Transports, carrying 
the Brazilian General, six aides and 
high American officials, were sighted 
over Barksdale shortly before 4:0 i 
p.m,, flying in diamond shape formation, 
a formation they assumed all the way 
from Nashville. The planes landed, 
ee across the ramp. 
As General Monteiro left the ship, he 
was welcomed by Brigadier General 
Frederick L, Martin, Commanding General 
of the Tuird Wing, GHQ Air Force, and | 
Colonel Ira A. Rader, Commanding Offi- | 
cer of Barksdale Field and the Sixth 
Air Base. The party was greeted with a 
17-gun salute and "flourishes" by a 
bugle corps. <A guard of honor, in 
charge of Major Frank L. Cook, was 
drawn up and inspected by the ror: | 
The inspection was followed Py an 
aerial review by the <Oth Pursuit Group. 
The party then proceeded to the 
Washington-Youree Hotel, escorted by 
military and state police, to return, 
after a short rest, to the field for a 
reception, dinner and dance at the of- 
ficers' club. 
Upon his arrival at Barksdale Field, 
General Monteiro, during the course of 
an interview, cxpressed his apprecia- 
tion for the manner in which he has 


7 been received in the United States. His 


message was that, although the United 
States and Brazil are separated by a 
great distance and entirely different 
social conditions, no two countries 
have more similar aspirations or closer 
affinities. Their common ideal is that 
of the fraternity of peace. 

After remaining overnight at the 
hotel, the South American group was 
driven to Barksdale Field, where a line 
of sentries had been formed from the 
outpost to the hangar line. liidst the 
booming of the 17-gun salute, the party 
then made their ee at and boarded 
their planes at 9:40 a.m., with San 
Antonio, Texas, as their destination. 

The six Douglas Army Transport planes, 
carrving the official per ty. were es- 
corted by 39 Pursuit planes from the 


20th Pursuit Group at Barksdale Field. 
One — flew above the party, and 
All were flying 

V~8137, A.C. 


one f 


ew at each side. 








in echelon formation. ; 
Brigadier General Arnold WY, Krogstad, 
commanding the Second Wing, GHQ Air 
Force, accompanied the ry from 
Langley Field as far as Bar edale Field. 
Brigadier General Frederick L. Martin 
accompanied the escort as far as Ran- 
dolph Field, Texas. 

hose in the Brazilian rere included 
Colonel Canrobert Pereira da Vosta, 
Major Aguinaldo Caiado de Castro, Major 
Jose Machado Lopes, Major Joaquim 
Ascencao, Captain Orlando Eduardo Silva 
end Captain Adhemar Jose Alvares da 
Fonseca. Among the American officers 
who accompanied them were Lieut. Colonel 
Lehman W. Miller, Major Matthew B. 
Ridgeway, Captain Thomas North, Lieut. 
W.R. Curry and Lieut. J.di. Rakin, 


— ee 


20th Pursuit Group 


On the recent visit of General 
Monteiro, Chief of Staff of the Brazil- 
ian Army, and his party to Barksdale 
Field, the 20th Pursuit Group was sel- 
ected by the Commanding General, GHQ 
Air Force, to fly an aerial review in 
his honor. As General Monteiro and his 
party landed at Barksdale Field on the 
afternoon of June 24th, he was greeted 
by the Third Wing draw up for an in- 
spection of airplanes and personnel. 
After the inspection of the Wing, the 
pilots of the 20th Pursuit Group took 
their places and, upon signal, started 
their ships and toox off. 

General Monteiro was greatly impress- 
ed by this demonstration, which was ex- 
ecuted with the utmost precision, in- 
cluding the take-off by Souadrons, the 
pase-by end the landing by squadrons. 

ieut. Colonel Ross G, Hoyt led his 
Group past the reviewing stand in 
column of pgeeerans One thousand yards 
between unifs. The spacing was excel- 
lent and the greatest variation in time 
between succeeding units was two sec- 
onds, which was not possible to note 
without a stop watch. 

- Early the following morning, the 
Group again took off just prior to the 
departure of General Monieiro and his 
party to fly an escort of honor to his 
six transports towards Randolph Field. 
As the transports got into formation, - 
the 77th Pursuit Squadron, led by 
Captain Grover, took position to the 
rear and above the formation; the 55th 
Pursuit Squadron, led by Captain ~ 
Sanders, took position to the right of 





the General's ship, and the 79th Pur- 
suit Squadron, led by Lieut. Reed, took 
positien on his left. Headquarters 
element, led by Lieut. Colonel Hoyt 
flew above the formations. After fly- 
ing a hundred miles, Lieut. Colonel 
Hoyt. took the element alongside the 
General's ship, Seppe. three times and, 
by radio, bade him farewell and god- 
Speed. The General acknowledged the 
Messege and thanked the Group for its 





| splendid display and for its friend- 
ship. 
—— \ 


PROMOTIONS TO TECHNICAL SERGEANT 


Effective July 8, 1939, the following 
Staff Sergeants of the Air ae were 
—* to the grade of Technical Ser- 
geant: 

Frank A,Cleagno, March Field,Calif. 

Jesse J. Barnhill, rg mf Field, Va. 

Arthur Jolly, Langley Field, Va. 

Lyman DeFord, Barksdale Field, La. 

George M. Hagan, Barksdale Field, La, 

Herbert P. Hodges, oy, en, | Field, Va. 

Dona E. Tetu, ley Field, Va. 

Henry L. West, Lens iay Field, Va. 

Joseph C. Laza, Hawaiian Department. 

Troy V. Martin, Langley Field, Va. 

Arnoldo Gutierrez, Langley Field, Va. 

Jemes H, Boyles, Langley Field, Va. 

Jean E, Riviere, Mitchel Field, N.Y. 
Fe soy L. Simpson, Selfridge Field, 
| e) e 
Alberto Flores, Scott Field, I11. 
John A, Falk, Kelly Field, Texas. 
Herman L. Chestnutt, Kelly Field, 


| Texas. 
| Otto Armbruster, Randolph Field, 


Texas. 
Leo Laquatra, Brooks Field 
Ray P, Morrison, Kelly Field, Texas. 
P —* P, Peterson, Hamilton Field, 
alif. 
George J. Harth, Fort Lewis, Wash. 
Germain A. Viebal, Panama Canal 


Department. 





| 
{ 


Texas. 





| --~-000--= 
| "PEA-SHOOTERS" ARE DUE FOR A SURPRISE 


Staff Sergeant Davidson, of the 55th 
Pursuit Squadron, Barksdale Field, La., 
recently returned from Buffalo, N.Y., 
where he had been studying the inner 
workings and hidden mechanisms of the 
"Airacuda." He says that it will be 

uite a surprise to the Pea-Shooters 
who are used to flying the Curtiss 
| Ped6A' Ss, 





---000--- 


| 
| 
| The assignment of Major Harry A. 
| Halverson, Air Corps, March Field, 
Calif., to duty as Instructor, Air 
Corps, 40th Division, California 
National Guard, at Los Angeles, Calif., 
has been revoked, and he has been as- 
a ro to duty at Hamilton Field, 

a e 


~--000--—- 


Major Ronald A, Hicks, Air Corps, 
has been relieved from assignment and 
Guty in the Office of the Chief of the 
‘Air Corps, Washington, D.C., and as- 
signed to duty at March Field, Calif. 

aptain Carlisle I. Ferris has been 
relieved from duty at March Field and 
detailed as Instructor, 40th Division 
Aviation, California National Guard, 
Los Angeles, Calif, 





| 
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THE CAMPAIGNS 


For twenty-two years my country had 
been living pooneralsy with the Medicos 
as our neighbors, carrying on our cus- 
tomery foreign trade in a business-like 
and social manner. Generally our rela- 
tions were very compatible during this 
time except on certain occasions they 
have sent over notes taking exception 
to our "Flying-Status" axis. They 
claimed that we had violated the "depth 
perception," "20/20," "Schneider" and 
Other clauses of our treaty. In each 
case, however, our diplomats got to- 
gether and ironed out all differences. 

On July lst of last year, we got to- 
gether for our semi-annual round table 
conference, The usual treaty seemed to 
be satisfactory to all concerned, 60 we 
left each other, feeling that we should 
live together in peace and harmony for 
another six months. 

This was not true, however, for on 
September 17th, and without forewarning, 
they declared war on us, moving their 
"“cardiograph" division in to invade and 
mage: 4 that part of our country known 
as the Province of i ty Pay. Since 
then they have held this territory 
without giving up a single foot of 
ground, ' : 

On September 25th, the campaign shift- 
ed to Arkansas, where in the Battle of 
Hot Springs my troops were able in most 
all skirmishes to defeat the forces of 
the Medicos, except their crack "cardio- 
¢reph’ division, which they again 

aunched in a counter attack on my left 
flank. Neither side gained a decisive 
victory, except that this "E-K-G" divi- 
sion of theirs dug in for what looked 
like a position of passive resistance. 
I then retired to my home station to 
reorganize my forces. 

From October to May of this ag 
both sides were entrenched facing each 
other. In January, I tested the 
strength of the enemy during the annual 
physical examination. My troops gave 
an excellent account of themselves. The 


enedy had to give considerable ground, 
but I failed in co letely crushing 
their resistance. eir "cardiograph" 


I was unable to dislodge them or get 
around. In April, I made another de- 
termined effort against this "E-K-G" 
division, throwing into line my smart- . 
est and seasoned troopers in 4 position 
which looked like I had them trapped. 
The enemy contested every inch of 
ground but finally, in the face of the 
onslaughts of my forces, they conceded 
partial victory and moved the zone of 
Operations to this locality. Their 
army has fortified themselves at the 
Station Hospital, Fort Sam Houston, 
where it looks like the decisive battle 
of the war will be fought. 

I moved my troops into line facing 


division held a preeens point from which 
1 





+. 


OF A PILOT 


them last Thursday. Since then there 
has been several skirmishes, and in 
each case my troops have been able to 
hold them back, 
Thurs afternoon they sent their 
"thermometer" squadron over to make 
some observations of our lines, We im- [ 
Mediately shot them down with a "normal" i 
anti-aircraft Les Their "pulse" i 
air force at that time did a great deal 
of damage to our troops on Hill 100, 
but the next morning when they came k 
over, we had fallen back to 72, where } 
= have been holding our own since 3 
en. 
Their "blood pressure" division made 
an attack on us Friday morning, and it 
looked for a time that our army would 
be completely routed. They made their 
attacks from Hills 160 systolic and 105 
diastolic, Our troops were well spent 
and needed considerable rest after 
their trip from the north. In all pro- 
ability, too, ag page suffering from 
hospitalitis." This was a surprise 
attack, coming with full force and 
without artillery preparation. We 
since have fallen back to Hill 148 and 
84, where we have been holding our own. é 
the enemies! "dental" and " -g" regi- 
ments made attacks Saturday morning 
but both were thrown back with consid- 
erable losses against our superior 
forces. Considerable bombardment of 
our lines ha’ been coming from their 
"“cardiograph" division. This morning 
we had a slight encounter with their 
"E-N-T" regiment with our comlete 
mastery of the situation. 
The summary of my G-2 reports and 
G-3's estimate of the situation indi- 
cates that their main effort will be 
made along the front oocrpres by their 
"“Cardiograph" division. therefore 
elect to reinforce my lines for a 
counter offensive with my "complete- 
rest" division, "no-smoking" artillery, 
"cut-down-on-my-eating" cavalry, "no- 
poten ory O air force and my "optimistic" 
supply trains, this to crush their fur- 
ther resistance, and to that end surely 
gros health and flying status shall 
Ollow me all the rest of my life and 
Y will dwell in peace with the flight 
surgeons forever. 
A Member 


The Cardiograph Club 
---000--- 





Sen ee 


Major Grandison Gardner, Air Corps, 
has been relieved from’ duty at March 
Field, Calif., and assigned to duty at 
the Air Corps Materiel Division, 
Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio. - 
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TWO WEEKS' GUNNERY FOR 6TH PURSUIT SQDN. 


The 6th Pursuit Squadron, stationed at 
Wheeler Field, T.H., minus its Reserve 
officers, moved to Bellows Field on the 
weanente nbde At Seles on June Sth to 
spend two weeks in gunnery camp. 

Pohile the s were being boresighted 
and tired, Lieuts. Flack, nm, Tuell, 
Kluever, Wintermute, Wilson, Faulkner, 
Opeil and Hubbard were at Hickam Field 
doing their best to “max" the written 
exams for Regular commissions in the 
Air Corps. ey arrived at Bellows 
Field on Wednesday evening, June 7th, 
in time for a good salty swim in the 
Pacific. 

Thursday morning saw the start of a 
fast nine-day schedule, with firing on 
Freund end towed targets, from 6:00 to 

1:30 a.m., daily, with only a half 
hour break at 9:00 a.m. for "Yarp" - 
which was a life saver for the hungry 
pilots and men, 

Four new members of the Ppetren. 
Lieuts. Wilson, Faulkner, Hubbard and 
Opeil, who joined in May, were initiat- 
ed into the Syendven and given their 
first taste of gunnery. ey were all 
in favor of more frequent gunnery 
camps. 

e first poracki ce of mass gunnery as 
used at Langley Field resulted in a 
freak fire. Part of the target was. 
neatly burned out after being ignited 
by a tracer. The remainder of the tar- 
get, however, recorded a score of 14 
Percent hits from a range of 1,000 
yards. 

By ten o'clock Saturday, the 17th, 
record firing had been completed in 
spite of gray skies, cross winds, and 
frequent showers - whereupon the newly 

ified aerial gunners demonstrated 

eir proficiency in 6 and 12-plane 
mass gannery and in bombing for Briga- 
dier veneral Walter H. Frank, Air Corps, 
Commander of the 18th Hap and Lieut. 
Colonel William E. d, Air Corps, 
Commander of the 18th Pursuit Group. 

Five condemned rubber life rafts, 
which had seen strenuous use every af- 
ternoon during swimming and gsun-bathing 
sessions, served as targets for the 
bombing demonstration. In time, their 





remains will probably be washed up onto 
the beach. 

The last Thursday afternoon, instead 
of their daily fast and furious volley- 
ball games, the officers entertained 
their best girls with a picnic in their 
honor at the Officers' Beach at Waiman- 
alo, Needless to say, all thoroughly 
enjoyed themselves. 

s a well earned reward for Keeping 
every department operating at peak ef- 
ficiency, the men were given a picnic 
Saturday afternoon with all of the trim- 
mings. Thus ended a very pleasant and 
profitable gunnery camp. 





‘* 


PRACTICING RESCUE OPERATIONS 


"Mayday, Mayday, Mayday; Number 44 go- 
ing down in Gulf one mile out opposite 
13 Mile Road." This was the signal 
that furnished the thrill of the 79th 
Pursuit Squadron Aerial Gunnery Camp 
conducted at the mennonees Airport, 
Galveston, Texas, from May 27 to June 
19, 1939. Within nine minutes the 
"Crash" Duck was at the scene of 
"Action" and in 22 minutes the Coast 
Guard Crash Boat was in position to be 
launched at the 13 Mile Road, which is 
about 11 miles from the Municipal Air- 

ort. 
It was a realistic demonstration. 
Only four officers present knew of the 
scheduled run - the Commanding Of- 
ficer, 2nd Lieut. Donald R. Hutchinson; 
the Operations Officer, 2nd Lieut. 
James Ferguson; the "victim," 2nd 
Lieut. Millard F. Tindall; and Briga- 
dier General Frederick L. Martin, Com- 
manding General of the Third Wing, GHQ 
Air Force, who twenty minutes previous- 
ly had arrived from Barksdale Field to 
conduct an inspection of the — and 
who gave permission for the event to go 
On as scheduled. This mission had been 
secretly planned several days in ad- 
vance. 

The Coast Guard crash boat usually 
utilized during the 20th Pursuit. Group 
Aerial Gunnery Camps was temporarily 
out of commission, due to lack of 
parts. The U.S. Coast Guard Detachment 
of Galveston, Texas, furnished a truck, 
trailer on which a rescue boat was 
mounted, and two seamen, who stood by 
with the crash boat at the camp await- 
ing dispatch in case of emergency. The 
success of the "rescue" was made pos- 
sible on by the excellent cooperation 
of the U.S. Coast Guard. 


---000--- 


CANAL ZONE AIRMEN VISIT COLOMBIA 


Two flights to Bogota, Colombia, were 
made during the month of June by air- 

lanes of the 44th Reconnaissance 

quadron: the first, for the purpose of 
& preliminary survey of routes and 
landing field facilities; the second, 
an official visit of Major General 
David L. Stone, Commanding General of 
the Panama Canal Department, accompani- 
ed by members of his staff arid other 
officers of the Department, to repay a 
visit made by officials of the Colom- 
bian Government which was made two 
months ago. 

---000--- 


Captain Harlan T. McCormick, Air 
Corps, wes promotcd to the grade of 
Major (temporary), with rank from 
June 30, 1 39, 
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NEW AIR BASE AND AIR DEPOT 


The Hon, Harry H. Woodring, Secretary 
of War, announced on July iz 
tions of the Soutneast Air Base and the 
Southeast Air Depot, for which funds 
were recently provided by the suppls- 
mental Appropriations Act, 1940, subject 
to the completion of satisfactory nego- 
tiations,. 

The Southeast Air Base will be locat- 
ed on a site approximately six miles 
southwest of Tampa, Florida. The loca- 
tion of this base involved primarily 
consideration of the strategical re- 


quirements concerned in the air defense | 


of the south Atlantic coast and of air 
Operations in the Caribdbean area, 


The Southeast Air Devet will be locat- 


ed spproximately one mile southwest of 

Mobile, Ala. 

ed with regard to the storege and dis- 

tribution of all types of Air Corps ma- 
terial, and the heavy repair and main- 

tenance requirements pertaining to the 

air forces in the southeastern portion 

of the United States and in Puerto Rico 


and Panama, Accessibility to deep water | 


was an important factor in view of the 
necessity of serving our air forces in 
the Caribbean area, 

The Air Corps expansion ge in- 
Cludes the estavlishment of new air 
bases in Puerto Rico, in Panama, in 
Alaska, ‘one in northeastern and one in 
the southeastern United States, 
as an Air Depot in the southeast. 

The decision of the War Department on 
the locations of the other remaining 
installations will be announced later. 


NEW OFFICERS FOR THE AIR CORPS 


Under the provisions of the Acts of 
Congress of August 30, 1935, and April 
13, 1938, a total of 63 officers of va- 
rious branches of the Army serving on 
active duty received permanent comnis- 
sions in the Regular Army in the grade 
of second lieutenant. Of these 63 of- 
ficers, 3 were commissioned in the 
Corps of Engineers, 2 in the Signal 
et et 4 in the Cavalry, 10 in the 
Field Artillery, 8 in the Coast Artil- 
lery, 27 in the Infantry, 1 in the 
Chemical Warfare Service and 8 in the 
Air VOrps | 

The eight officers permanently com- 
missioned in the Air Corps, with rank 
from July 1, 1939, and the stations 
at which they are stationed at the 
resent time are given below, as fol- 
OWS: 

. t+ ely Mathias Krummes, March Field, 
alif.; 
idwin Bruce Miller, Jr., Flight C 
oh Observation Squadron, Fort sili, 
v Be > 
' Dale Donald Brannon, Selfridge Field, 
.t. Clemens, Mich.; 


ay 


th the loca- 


This Depot has been locat4 


as well , 


Fred Thomas Crimmins, Jr., Hamilton 
Field, Calif.; 

Eugene Batchelder Fletcher, March 
Field, Calif; . 

Edwin Harley Hatch, 15th Observation 
Squadron, Scott Field, Belleville, [!11.; 
| eal Carrol Hoevet, March Field, 
Calif.; 

Marvin Leonard McNickle, Selfridge 
Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich. 

The officer last mentioned on the 
above list has a twin brother, Melville, 
who is also stationed at Selfridge 
Field. The twins hail from Doland, 

5.D. They decided to make flying their 

cereer and several years ago qualified 

for appointment as Flying Cadets. Both 

eine psa from the Air Corps Training 
enter and specialized in suit. How- 

ever, they did not graduate at the same 

time, for Melvin, prior to entering 

the Primary Flying School, was stricken 

with appendicitis, and hence his gradu- 

ation was delayed four months. Mervin 

was commissioned in the Air Reserve and 

|! assigned to extended active duty with 

the lst Pursuit Group at Selfridge 

| Field, and four months later his twin 

| brother joined him. The two had never 

| eaeaeee been separated since their 

| birth. 

| Both took the recent examination for 

'@ commission in the Air Corps, Regular 

: Army, under the provisions of the so- 

| Called "Thomason Act," providing for 

| the appointment of some 60 odd Reserve 
officers, serving on extended active 

| duty with various branches of the ser- 
vice, in the Regular Army. 

Considering taat the Air verge was 
allotted eight appointments, it may be 
surmised that the competition for these 
vacancies was rather keen. Melvin also 
qualified for a Regular commission but, 
unfortunately, his marks were not high 
enougn to place him among the first 
eight. And so, on the surface of 
' things, it would seem that the twins 
are at last due for a sevaration. 
However, fate may not be so unkind. 
Just recently, some 600 Reserve offi- 
cers competed for about 400 vacancies 
in the grade of second lieutenant in 
' the Air Corps, Regular Army, created 
under the Air Corps Expansion program. 
| It would seem that if Lieut. Melvin 
| McNickle qualified for a Regular com- 
| mission under the Thomason Act he 
| should certainly make the grade in a 
situation where his chances for success 
are infinitely greater. 

Not along ago, when the Selfridge 
Field Correspondent had occasion to 
refer to the twins, he stated that it 
was next to impossible to tell them 
— and that since their arrival at 
the field they have succeeded in hope- 
'lessly confusing their acquaintances, 
| Fang’ from the Post Commander to the 
|mechanics on the airplanes. 
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RETIRSMENT OF TECHNICAL SGT. McINTIRE 


War Department orders were received 
recently at Kelly Wietd, “placing Tech- 
nical Sergeant Edward J, McIntire, 12th 
Air Base Squadron, Air Corps, on the 
retired list of the Army, effective 
June 30, 1939, upon his cempletion of 
more than thirty years' service with 
the colors. 

Sergeant McIntire, the son of the 
late Mr, and Mrs. Charles C. McIntire, 
is a native of Bornes neha. hiass., 
where he attended the Crew Street Gram- 
mer School. He first enlisted in the 
United States Army on October 3, 1905, 
at Fort Slecum, New York, and received 
his first assignment witn Troop "G" of 
the Second Cavalry, with station at Ft. 
Riley, Kansas. He cg + ogg tend enlist- 
ed and served with the 6 Cavalry at 
Fort Des Moines, Iowa, and the 4th and 
Sta Cavalry regiments at Schofield 
Barracks, Territory ef Hawaii. During 
his service with the Cavairy, he at- 
tained the poameee Sergeant and First 
Sergeant. e served a total of six 
youre in Hawaii, and on the Mexican 

order during the troublesome days 
along the Rio Grande in 1911. 

Mcintire, who has been an euper’ pis-| 
tol shot as well as expert rifleman 
during his entire service, participated) 
in the National Rifle Matches at Camo 
Perry, Onio, in 1920 as a member of the} 
Nationel Rifle Team, and won his share 
of the mecals. 

This splendid veteran noncommissioned 
officer, who has in his possession nine 
discharge certificates which bear the 
notation of Character "Excellent," saw 
active service in 1907 in what he be- 
lieves was the last Indian Expedition. 
articipated in by the United States | 

my, when he took part in the campaign, 
against the Ute Indian tribes in South | 

<ota, The Sergeant recalls that he 
and his comrades suffered from the in- | 
tense cold during those days of bivouac, 
with the mercury around 30 to 40 de- 
grees below zero. 

Sergeant McIntire, who has specializ-| 
ed in Air Corps Supply work during the | 





| retirement. 


'men of the 58rd School Squadron 





regiment in 1918 and performing duty 
along the Mexican Border. He and his 
wife have been making their home in 
South San Antonio, Texas, and ow 

their home. They plan on leaving 
Kelly Field in July for a camping, 
fishing and hunting trip to Yellowstone 
National Park, after which they will 
return and leisurely make plans for the 
future. 

The entire Air Corps, and Kelly Field 
in particular, congratulates Sergeant 
McIntire on his excellent. record, and 
the good wishes of officers and enlist- 
ed men go. with him on his well earned 


---000--= 
NOTES REGARDING RANDOLPH FIELD "HANS" 


The Randolph Field Communications 
Section lost one of its best operators 
when Private lst Class, Specialist 3rd 
Class, R.H. Vinson was appointed a — 
Flying Cadet. He was scheduled to re- 
port at Love Field, Dallas, Texas, to 
start training on June 29, 1939, The 
Section wishes him success and many 
happy landings. 

Corporal N.G. Hower, maintenance re- 
pairman, is getting a lot of time in 
the B-18A as radio operator. So far, 
tne Corporal has made 100% radio con- 
tacts. 

Corporal C.K, Smith, Chief Operator, 
is looking for some land on which to 
erect a ham station. "We hope," says 
the News Letter Correspondent, "he 
Tinds a piece large enough to erect 
those large towers he has been talking 
about. According to Corporal Smith, 
the last two sections of the towers 
are going to be hinged so they can be 
lowered to let the moon pass." 


| ENLISTED MEN TRANSFERRED TO CIVILIAN 


FLYING SCHOOLS. 


On June 24th, eight anxious a 
an=- 
dolph Field, Texas, left for points 
North, East and West. They seemed 


past fifteen years, joined the Air Corps overjoyed over the fact that their 


en er 23, 1924, when he was assigned | 
to Kelly Field, Texas, where he has 
been stationed ever since. He has 

served with the 4lst, 48th, 39th, 68th, | 


8lst, Air Corps Advanced Flying School 


ron (his last assignment), during his | 
15 years of service at Kelly Field. He 
received his promotion to the grade of ' 
Sergeant shortly after joining the Air | 
Corps, and was subsequently promoted to | 
Steff Sergeant. He received his 
appointment as Technical Sergeant on 
June 1, 1935. 
During the World War, Sergeant | 
McIntire served as First Sergeant in | 
the Fourth Cava in Hawaii, later re-/| 
turning to the United States with the 


tea peg and the 12th Air Base Squad+ 


present School and Air College, Dallas 


i 


transfer to Civil Flying Schools has at 
last become a reality. These men will 
remain at the various schools on de- 
tached service. They were assigned to 
the statious indicated below: 

Tech. Sgt. W.G. Ashby and Staff Set. 
J.W. Thompson to Air Corps Training De- 


| tachment, Ryan School of Aeronautics, 


San Diego, Calif. 
Steff =: G, Anderson, to Air Corps 
Training Detachment, Dallas a 
exas. 
Staff Set. V.0. Burkett to Ahir Corps 
Training Depachment, Grand Central Hy- 


_| ing School, Glendale, Calif, 


taff Sct. J.R. Midkiff and Sgt. AM 
2nd Class J.M. Johnson to Air Corps 
Training Detachment, Chicago School of 
(Continued on Page 9). 





























RANDOLPH FIELD'S NINTH ANNIVERSARY 


Randolph Field, "The West Point of 
the Air," celebrated its ninth anniver- 
sary on July 3rd with athletics as the 
key note of an all-day program which 
commenced at 8:30.in the morning and 
ended late in the night with a huge 
dance held in Hangar "F." 

Starting the day's fun fest, a Field 
Meet wes held on Grater Field, the home 
athletic grounds of the "Ramblers." Nu- 
merous prizes donated by local business 
enterprises helpedmake this event suc- 
— from the standpoint of competi- 

on, 

The llth Air Base Squadron won the 
Organization Day Trophy, with the 52nd 
School : uadron running a close second. 
In the iZeature" event, the Tug-0O-War, 
Headquarters Squadron "beef-trust" won 


firs prane by out-pulling the defend- 
ines 46th School Squadron, in the final 
eat, 


Reaching the day's sports climax, 
Randolph Field's proud "Rambler" base- 
ball team, which only a eek ago cep- 
tured the first half of the Army League, 
officially opened the second half with 
a wild 12 to 8 victory over the Ninth 
Infantry "Manchus" from Fort Sam 
Houston, Texas. 

The Ninth Infantry Band contributed 
their services at the Field Meet and 
baseball game. 

Other amusements on the day's bill of 
fare included swimming, golfing, trap 
shooting, hand ball, squash and horee- 
back riding, as well as free movies at 
the Post War Department Theater and 
dances which continued far into the 
night. . 

wasQ00 one 


Enlisted Men sent to Civilian School 
Giger nued from Page 6 . 


Aeronautics, Glenview, Illinois. 

Staff Sergeants J,L, Bucknaster and 
Stanley W. Corrigan to Air Corps Train- 
ing Detachment, Spartan School of 'Aero- 
nautics, Tulsa, Oklahoma, 

Thirteen additional enlisted men, 
eight from. the 52nd School Squadron and 
five from the 47th School Squadron were 


placed on detached service for duty 
with the Air Corps Training Detachments 
at the following Civilian Flying 


Schools: 


To Dellas Aviation Schoot and Air Col- 
lege, Love Fie as, Texas: Tech- | 
nical Sergeant Carrel L. Saaw and Staff 

Sergeant James A. Euton, 52nd School 


Squadron; Staff Sergeant R.N. Proud- 
foot, 47th School Squadron. 








a 
Robert C. New and Carlton M, 





To Chicago School of Aeronautics 
Curtiss Airpor enview [I.: Staff 
Sergeants Waase S. Battle and Daniel J, 
Coo 5: . 52nd School Squadron, 


we arks Air College, Inc,, Parks | 
irpor 3 ul : ech- 
nical sergeant Louis V. McKenney, 52nd 
School Squadron, 


To Sante Maria School of Flyi Inc 

Santa Maria, Calit,: Stafi Sergeants 
Oaks, Send 
School Squadron.. 

Yo Grand Central Flying School, Grand 
Centra r Termina, endale, Calif,: 
Staff Sergeants T.J. Peluso and 4, 
Dulevitz, 47th School Squadron. 

To Ryan School of Aeronautics 
Lindbergh Field, san Diego Calif.: 
Stati Sergeant ergeant 


. . an 
H,T. Mosher, A.M, 1st Class,47th Sqdn. 
’ ---000--— 
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26TH ATTACK SQUADRON CONDUCTS RECORD 
PRACTICE. 


The 26th Attack Squadron has settled 
down after the Department Maneuvers to 
its final effort .in completing the 
1938-1939 training program. ving ef- 
fected the necessary transition for the 
pilots who arrived on the May 8th Trans- 


‘| port, a few days of work cleaned up the 


necessary directive flying. This was 
followed by record practice for gun- 
ners. From the scores which are coming 
in daily, it looks as if the Squadron 
will soon have a new lot of expert 
aerial gunners. : 

Kamehameha Day, which is a holi 
Celebrated in Hawaii, and the month 
reconnaissance for the Hawaiian Divi- 
sion, interrupted the schedule, but 
with the movement of the Squadron. to 
Bellows Field Gunnery Camp on June 19th, 
it was expected that all gunnory and 
bombing should be completed, thus wind- 
ing up the training year on June th, 

wee U0 ~—— 


SPECIAL ISSUE OF "NATIONAL AERONAUTICS" 


"National Aeronautics," official 
monthly publication of the National 
Aeronautic Association, with head ~ 
ters at Dupont Circle, Washington,D.C., 
will appear as an Army Air Corps birth- 
day number in August. The leading ar- 
ticle will be signed by Major General 
Henry H,. Arnold, Chief of the Air Corps. 
Among the illustrations will be one 
snowing the contract signed by Orville 
Wright and Captain C.S. Wallace, of the 
Signal Corps, on February 28, 1908, for 
the manufacture of the machine which was 
destined to be the first airplane owned 





fo Lincoln Airplane and Flying School,| by any army in the world. Orville 
Muni al rt n ai o re i er- Wright, 5 Mpeg ah em firet mass 
- Spence n ever to a heavier- -air machine. 
; se agag | Sergeant, A.M. ‘1st Class, W.E.; Copies of the magazine may be secured 
Morgan, 47th School Squadron, from the Washington Headquarters. 
die V-8173, A.C. 














GIANT SLIDE RULE USED AT RANDOLPH FIELD 


A giant slide rule, twenty feet in 
length and more than a foot and a half 
in width, is in daily operation in the 
Academic Department of the Pri Fly- 
ing School at Randolph Field. Calcula- 
tions as expatine as those performed on 
the reguletion size rule can be made 
with this mammoth device. 

Its main use, however, is to instruct 
the Flying Cadet classes in Mathematics 
in the operation of this necessary part 
of an engineer's equipment. Lieut. 
Harry N. Renshaw, Air Corps, one of the 
instructors in Mathematics, experienced 
difficulty in demonstrating to his 
Classes the involved processes in the 
operation of a slide rule. f the 
class of 50 cadets were to crowd eround 
the instructor in an effort to catch a 
chapes of the regulation rule as it 
was being operated, no one would be 
able to see the method used. The idea 
of a giant rule, with figures sang 
enough to be seen from any part of the 
Classroom and yet accurate enough to 
work mathematical problems on, thus 
came into being. 

The Photographic Department at Ran- 
dolph Field photographed e regular 
sized slide rule, then made sectional 
enlargements from this negative until 
the finished product was 20 feet long. 
The Air Corps shops constructed the 
frame for this giant calculator, and 
later the photographs were glued to it. 


MORE PLANES FERRIED TO CIVILIAN SCHOOLS 


Rendolph Field's second contingent of 
Primary Training aes. 57 in number, 
started their trek to the nine civilian 
flying schools, participating in the 
expanded pilot training program. 

Civilian instructors, who successful- 
ly completed the Primary Stage Instruc- 
tors' School on June 28th, piloted most 
of the planes the following day to their 
various destinations, the planes des- 
tined for each school being led by an 
officer from Randolph Field. 

Thus, a total of 126 Pf-3's, PT-1l's, 
and PT-13's have been transferred from 
the "West Point of the Air" during the 
month of June, for 69 of them took off 
earlier in the month for distribution 
to the civilian schools. 

A third contingent of instructors, who 
will train the F ying Cadets in the 
rudiments of airplane piloting during 
the first twelve weeks of the 36 weelzs' 
course, reported for the two weeks' 
course of instruction at Randolph Field 
On July Sth. Upon completion of the 
course, it is expected that the final 
flight of Primary Training planes will 
teke off for the new scene of action at 
the various civilian flying schools. 


~-10~ 
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CADET FAIRFIELD LOSS LIFE IN ACCIDENT 


Flying Cadet Loran R. Fairfield, 23, 
a student at the Advanced Flying School, 
Kelly Field, Texas, was fatally injured 
as tne result of an aircraft accident 
which occurred on June 22, 1939, about 
ten miles northwest of San Antonio, 
near the Bandera Road. Cadet Fairfield 
was on a routine formation traini 
mission with his instructor, end Lieut. 
Wilbur W. Aring, Air are and another 
a, Flying Cadet Robert W. Evans, 


The three P-l2 planes had beon in a 
"Iufberry Circle" and,upon recovery 
into a "V," Cadet Fairfield's plane got 
out of position, striking Evans' plane. 
Cadet Evens managed a forced Lect ee 
about a mile north of Kelly Field with- 
out injury to himself and with but 
little damage to his pace. Cadot 
Fairfield was thrown from his disabled 
airplars, his body descending to the 
ground by parachute which had become 
open. When witnesses reached Cadet 
Fairfield he was found dead. 

Cadet Fairfield, the son of Mr. and 
Mrs, William R. Fairfield, of South 
Portland, Maine, was a 1938 graduate of 
the University of Maine, taking his 
degree of B.S. in Mechanical Engineer- 
ing. He held a commission as second 
lieutenant in the Infantry Reserve. 

Funeral services were held “in the 
Chas. Hanavan Funeral Chepel at 2:00 
o'clock on Fridey, June 23rd, with mem- 
bers of the Staff, mtg S and fellow- 
students in attendance. is remains 
were sent to the home ef his parents, 
with ‘linea Cadet William A, Filer as 
escort, 


The entire Air Corps desires to extend 


its deepest sympathy to the bereaved 
parents. 0 
eee | ih: eee 


19TH PURSUIT SQDN. HAS WEEK OF CAMP LIFE 


During the period from June 16th to 
eend, the 19th Pursuit Squadron of 
Wheeler Field, T.H., was encamped on 
the airport at Hilo on the big Island 
of Hawaii. The Squadron, with 16 offi- 
cers and 26 enlisted men participating, 
was transported to Hilo by air. 

Flights sround the Island of Haweii 
to familiarize the pee with the ter- 
rain and auxiliary landing fields oc- 
curred daily. Over the week end, a 
motor trip was made around the Island, 


| with an overnight etep at Kona Inn. 
ett 


All concerned regr ed the termina~ 
tion of this enjoyable week at Hilo, Cn 
the day of departure, the picturesque 
lei vendors came out with their wares 
and had a field day loading down the 
departing personnel with their man ~ 
rieties of beautiful flower leis, bas- 
kets, hand bags and hats, and other 
souvenirs of this exotig Island. 
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FINANCIAL STATUS OF NATIONAL DEFENSE PROGRAM 
“OUTLINED BY THE SECRETARY OF WAK 


L V 





At the beginning of the new fiscal 
year, the Secretary of War, the Honor- 
able Harry EH. Woodring, outlined the 
measures which have been taken by the 
War Department to hasten the ectual ac- 
complishment of the defense program ad- 
vocated by the President in his message 
to the Congress on January 12, 1939. 
This program upon completion will not 
only place the Army in what may be call- 
ed a "position of readiness" for any 
eventuality but will bring to full frui- 
tion the vitally important air defense 
program the basis of which was initially 
institutei in 1933 by a Public Works Ad- 
ministration grant of $7,500,000 for 
new Army aircraft. A comparison of 

this figure with the $170,000,000 for 
new aircraft alone, plus an additional 
$130,000,000 to complete the air de- 
fensc program, appropriated by the pres- 
ent Congress, vividly portrays the re- 
markable strides made by the air arm 
and the emphasis being placed upon it 
by national defense authorities. 

Since the program was first initiated 
anticipation has been the keynote of 
Var Department planning with the result 
that much of the spade-work was complet-— 
ed prior to the enactment of the appro- 
vriation bills by the Congress. Thus 
the whole program has been materially 
expedited and, in particular, the time 
for delivery of new aircraft has been 
naterially reduced. 

As a result of Congressional action 
to date the War Department has avail- 
able for expenditure during the fiscal 
year 1940 funds in the amount of approx- 
imately 961 millions of dollars. (De- 
tails of these appropriations are giv- 
en below. 

Anong items of major interest these 
funds insure an air armada of 5500 air- 
planes in the Army alone and exclusive 
of the airplane strength of our Navy. 
The enlisted strength of our Air Corps 
will ‘be more than doubled and some six- 
ty million dollars will be expended in 
Air Corps construction. Utilization of 
civilian flying and mechanics schools 
in the training of our Army pilots and 
mechanics is a new and worthwhile step 
in our growing air defense progran. 
Antiaircraft artillery, an integral 
part of any well-rounded air defense,is 
getting the emphasis due this important 
arm. Hmphasis is being placed on mo- 
bile units capable of being shifted rap- 
jdly to any geographical location and 
the present program more than doubles 
the number of regiments in active ser~ 





vice. 


Provision is also made for the procure- 
nent of some 110 million dollars of crit- 
ical items of equipment vitally needed 
to make our Army a "going concern", pre- 
pared to meet any calls which may be 
made upon it. Contributing to this same 
purpose is the item of some 16 millions 
of dollars for the placing of Education- 
al Orders with industry to lay the foun- 
dation for the rapid procurement in case 
of an emergency of essential items of 


equipment of a non-commercial nature. An 
anticipated appropriation of approximate- 
ly twenty-five million dollars will pro- 
vide for the acquisition of stocks of 
strategic and critical raw materials, 
which will serve further to guarantee 
the certainty of military supplies in 
the event of an emergency without depend- 
ence on foreign sources. 

Provision is made for a material in- 
crease in the strength and instellations 
of the Panama Canal defenses, some 53 
millions being provided for expenditure 
in the year 1540 at this vital link in 
our defenses. 

As soon as circumstances permit, the 
Secretary, by trips to key-points, will 
personally acquaint. himself with the 
progress being made under the expansion 
program. In this manner he will not on- 
ly keep in close touch with the newer 
operations in the field but with those 
of the existing military establishment. 
In particular he proposes to visit the 
Panama Canal Zone, the civilian schools 
now training Air Corps personnel, the in- 
stallations undergoing expansion, and 
the proposed new installations and com 
mercial plants engaged in the manufac=- 
ture of major items of army equipment. 

For the 1940 fiscel year, appropria- 
tions now made available to the War De- 
partment total $803,788,614 with con- 
tractual authority for an additional 
$157,504,488. Of this amount, the sum 
of $293,895,547 in appropriations and 
contractual authority was included in 
the Supplemental Appropriations Act 
signed by the President on July 1, 1939. 
This latter Act contained provisions for 
augmentation of the Army Air Corps, addi- 
tional funds for Educational Orders, and 
for the expansion of the Panama Canal 
garrison. 

The War Department, having completed 
its necessary feb planning for the ex- 
penditure of the major portion of these 
funds, is now in a position to expedite 
awards of contract to industry. The fin- 
al translation of funds into the author- 
ized program, particularly of the Air 
augmentation, will rest upon the expected 
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ability of industry to meet anticipated 
production schedules. 

The Air program of 5500 airplanes 
calls for an expenditure of $300,C00,000. | 
Of this amount, $50,000,000 was made 
eveilable in the 1940 Military Appropri- 
etion Act approved on April 26, 1939. 
All of this latter sum has been obligat- 
ed by avards to industry of contracts 
for the production of new aircraft and 
the necessary epexe parts, radios and 
armament. Of the rem2ining $250,000,000 
mace available in the Supplemental Act, 
the sum of $120,000,000 will be utilized 
for new aircraft and the necessary spare | 
parts, radios ani armament. In order to | 
expedite this program, planning and | 
testing have been completed at the Air 
Corps Materiel Division, Wright Field, 
Dayton, Ohio, and "tentative" awards of 
contract have already been placed for 
$4,090,000 for new aircraft. Commenc- 
ing July 5th end extending over the next 
two days, bids were opened for approx- 
imately ninety percent of the balence 
allotted for aircraft. It is anticipat- 
ed that bids for the obligation of the 
remainder will have been opened by the 
end’ of July. 

Also in the Supplemental Act funds | 
were maie available to the amount of 
$47,400,000 for housing and Air Corps | 
technical construction at new bases and 
depots as well as at existing Air Corps 
establishments. $15,400,000 in contrac- 
tual authority in addition was also pro- 
vided. Construction will be initiated 
without delay. 

In order to provide Air Corps pilots 
and mechanics for the augmented program, 
entirely new methods of training were de— 
devised in order not to expand Reguiar | 
Army facilities beyond that necessary to 
maintain the augmented Air Corps in lat- 
er years. Ive to the length of time re- 
quired for efficient training of person- 
nel, it was not possible to wait until | 
after the beginning of this fiscal year 
fer the completion of final arrangements. 
Therefore, revocable contracts were en- 
tered into with civilian flying schools 
and the first class of 396 students has 
already reported for.primary flying 
training. Similar classes will enter 
this group of nine civilian flying 
schools at intervals of six weeks for a 
three months course of instruction. 
Classes will continue until the end of 
1940. On completion of primary training 
at the civil air schools, graduates of 
these classes will move to Randolph and 
Kelly Fields, Texas, where they will re- 
ceive their basic and advanced training. 
By means of this system, a total of ap- 
proximately 2,100 additional trained pi- 
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lots will be procured. The sum of 


$3,528,360 will be expended for the ci- 


|vilian flying school assistance, 


The enlisted strength of the Air 
Corps will be increased during this fis. 
cal yeer by 25,794. Of this number, ar- 
proximately 19,000 will be trained as 
épecialists in technical aircraft sub- 
jects. All arrangements have been made 
for their training, which will be ac- 
complished at seven civilian schools as 
well as at Chanute Field, Rantoul, Illi+ 
nois, and at Lowry Field, Denver, Colo. 
1200 men rill be enlisted into the Air 
Corps this month and the number will be 
raised, as housing facilities permit, t» 
a total of 3211 each month for the last 
four months of the fiscal year. 

The sum of $14,250,000 was made avail- 
able in the Supplemental Act for the 
placing of Educational Orders. In addi- 
tion the Military Appropriations Act 
permits the expenditure of not to ex- 
ceed $2,000,009 for Educational Orders 
out of funds otherwise appropriated for 
in the total amount of the Act. In thi: 
connection, a routine resurvey of over 
12,000 industrial establishments has 
just been completed by the War Depart- 
ment, in accordance with War Department 
policy requiring such a resurvey every 
three years. 

The Supplemental Act provides the sum 


| of $27,000,000 in appropriations and 
| contractual authority for the expansion 


of the Panama Carnal garrison. This wil 
result in an increase in personnel in 
the Canal Zone of 272 officers and 736° 
enlisted men, as well as for the requir- 
ed housing and installations. Since 
housing is necessary before personnel 
can be transported to Panama, it is not 
planned to procure the additional en- 
listed personnel until February, 1940, 
and during the remaining months of the 
fiscal year. <A survey has already been 
conducted to determine the location of 
sites for new construction. Of the 
$27,000,000, approximately $23,400,000 
will be utilized for this new construc- 
tion. This sum, together with the 
$22,209,000 authorized for Air Corps cor 
struction in Panama in the same Act, auc 
the amounts provided for construction 
and defenses by the —e 1940 Appro- 
priations Act and the Second Deficiency 
Act (Public No. 61), increases to 
$53,069,769 the complete amount of money 
specifically provided for the Panama 
Canal Department by these appropriations 
In his report to the President for the 
fiscal year 1938, the Secretary pointed 
out that "We must greatly augment our 
eir forces and our antiaircraft artil- 
lery installations in the Panama Canal 
Zone. The Panama Canal must be made i.- 
pregnable." Because of the tremendous 
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importance of the Canal to the national 
defense, the Secretary has therefore 
placed the Panama Canal Zone in first 
priority on his pending visit of inspec- 
tion. 

The Second Deficiency Appropriation 
Act included the sum of $110,000,000 for 
critical items of equipment, the major 

ortion essentially Ordnance. Of the 
99,366,362: specifically Ordnance and 
the $46,206,000 provided by the 1940 
Military Appropriation Act for Ordnance, 
it is estimated that completed articles 
and major components to be procured 
from privete industry will amount to 
$60,000,000 and that seventy-five per 
cent of the total will go to industry 
for these completed articles and major 
components and for raw or semi-finished 
materials. Froposals for many of the 
requirei items have already been issued 
and the entire project is being pushed 
with all possible speed, 

The President, in his message to the 
Congress on January 12,1939, recommend- 
ed appropriations of $477,000,000 divid- 
ed among expansion of the Air Corps, 
purchase of critical items of equipment, 
educational orders, improvement of sea- 
coast defenses and expansion of the Pan- 
ana Canal garrison. The Congress has 
made available essentially this same 
total amount. It has been the objective 
of the War Department to expedite to the 
greatest possible extent its methods of 
procedure in order to permit industry to 
retain the maximum allowance in meeting 
schedules of actual production. 

Functional breakdowns of the three ap- 
propriation acts are given in the fol- 
lowing columns. 

MILITARY APPROPRIATION ACT,1940 
(approved April Zo, 1L9BY) 
Military and Departmental: 
(includes contractual auth- 
ority) $548,995, 812 
Departmental: 5,877,885 
(Pay,civilian employees in 
Washington;Printing and Bind- 
ing,Library,Surgeon General's 
Office,Army Medical Museun, 
contingent expenses) 
Total Military $543,117, 9e7 
Of the $543,117,927, the prin- 
cipal items are: 
Pay, military personnel $200, 912,659 
Pay, civilian personnel in 
18,783,137 








the field 
Clothing, enlisted men,Reg- 

ular Army & Nat.Guard 11,727,719 
Subsistence, enlistei men, 
Reguhar Army & Nat.Guard 33,912,342 | 
Maintenance and operation, 

plant & equipment: 


General 66,308,600 
Replacement of equipment 15,387,211 
-1 


Cost of training, direct 


charges $20,613,277 
Research Development, and 

planning 8,241,699 
Miscellaneous activities 298,405 
Augmentation 132,329,484 


Breakdown of Augmentation: 
Transportation,water $412,600 
Transportation, motor 311,875 
Transportation, rail 65,000 
Construction, Army Posts6,75, 378 
Barracks & Quarters 310,000 
Acquisition of land 252,000 
Signal Service 4,878,826" 


Air Corps 74,220,637" 
Ordnance Department 30,420,711* 
Engineer Corps 261,430 
Chemical Warfare Service 509,758 


Seacoast Defenses 5,652,110 
National Guard Bureau 7,169,409 
Organized Reserves 1,128,740 
("includes $50,000,000 of Air Corps 
Expansion Progran. 
Contract authorization to 
be paid in Do # 1940 34, 603, 394 
TOTAL MILITARY $543,117,927 
(*includes contractual authority 
of $40,205,988 to be paid in 
F.Y. 1941. 
2D DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATION ACT,!I.Y.1939 
(Approved May 2, 1939) 
Miscellaneous items’ 
Maintenance & operation of 
plant & cquipment: 











General $1,554,456 
Augmentation 8,000 

Research & Development- 
Rotary Wing Aircraft - 300, 000 
$I, 862, 456 


Critical Items of Equipment: 
Maintenance & operation of 
plant & equipment: 
General 879,500 
Augmentation 109,120,500 


Augmentation 6,539,287 
TOTAL - Second rete hae! 
Appropriation Act,F.Y.1939 $118,401, 74%" 
*Includes Contract Authorizations 
in the amount of $46,801,000. 
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Seacoast Defenses? 








Two Air Corps noncommissioned offi- 
cers, Sergeant Walter E. Meyer and 
Corporal Robert L. Bidwell, both mem- 
bers of Headquarters and Headquarters 
Squadron, Air a, Advanced Flying 
School, Kelly Field, Texas, were re- 
contig pogeee on detached service at 
Lowr eld, Colo., as instructors in 
the Denver Branch of the Air Corps 
Technical School, 

. Pvt. Walter R. Taliaferro, of the 
Hgrs. Squadron, was discharged June 
17th to accept an appointment as cadet 
at West Point. V-8173, A.C. 














COLORADO AIRMEN ATTEND SUMMER CAMP 


The 120th Observation Squadron, Colo-. 
rado National Guard, stationed at the 
Municipal Airport at Denver, Colorado, 
with a strength of 24 officers and 84 
enlisted men, attended Summer C at 
camp Bonneville, Boise, Idaho, with the 
4% Cavalry Division, from June 10 to 

Sev 


1939, 
en 0-47's and three 0-19's made up 
the flying oeiguent for the period and 
performed without Af mishaps either to 
personnel or materiel. te 

A ot deal of time and effort was 
devoted during the two weeks to aerial 
new on both ground and towed targets. 

ery satisfacicry results were achieved 
with the 0-47A's in this phase of the 
training. 

Colonel Frank M, Andrews, Air Officer 
of the 8th Corps Area (recently appoint- 
ed a Brigadier General in the U.S. Army) 
arrived by airplane at Boise on June 
19th, and with Captain John K, Nissley, 
Air Corps Instructor, 24th Division 
Aviation, made the annual field inspec- 
tion of the unit. Colonel Andrews left 
on the morning of June 23rd, returning 
to San Antonio, Texas, via Salt Lake 
City, Utah, and El Paso, Texas. 

A list of the officers of the 120th 
Observation mendron who attended the 
camp, arid their duties, follows: 


Major Frederick W, Bonfils, Command- 
ing 4th Division Aviation. 

uptein Nolie Mumey, Commanding Medi- 
cal Detachment. 

Captain Harrison W. Wellman, UJr., 
Liaison and § Court Officer... 

seoenin Raymond M. Wilson, Operations 

cer. 7 

:. Captain Homer G. Sweet, Commanding 

Flight "3.° 
Captain Stanford W. Grgory, Command- 
ing light "A," : 

aptain Henry §. Houghton, Pilot, 
Flight "3.* 

lst Lieut. Ford E, Williams, Adjutant, 
24th Division Aviation. | 

lst Lieut. Howard M. Williams, Comm | 
nications Officer. 

1st Lieut. Harley A, Teall, Observer, | 
Flight "A." ~ 

lst Lieut. William B. Ogle, Transpor- | 
- tation Officer, | 

lst Lieut, Manfred W. Swink, Photo- | 
éraphic Officer. : 

ist Lieut. Charles L. Schliecker, | 








e Officer. é | 

ist Lieut. Claude B. Thompson, Pilot, | 
Flight "eB, iT) ' 
ist Lieut. Robert L. Ainsworth, Pilot, 


end Lieut. John L, Fellows, Armament 
oer... -~ | 
end angst, Marry B. Combs, II, Pilot, 


en 


1¢C 





"FPli a 
Lieut.. Thomas E. Halpin, Pilot 
Flight "a.* ‘ ect 
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2nd Lieut. John H, Stark, Mess 
Officer. : 

end Lieut. Stanley E, Jamellier, 
Pilot, Flight "B." 

end Lieut. Alfred E, Bent, Pilot, 





Flight "a." ' , 
end Lieut. Trow E. Sebree, Pilot, 
Flight "3B," - 
end Lieut. Edward C. Fackerell, Sup- 
ply Officer. a 
nd Lieut. Lloyd C. Fulenwider, As- 


sistant Range Officer. 
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A RECORD TO BE PROUD OF 


The 99th Bombardment Squadron, 9th 
Bonibardment Group, Mitchel Field, L.I., 
New York, feels proud in that three of 
its members have received an appoint- 
ment to the United States :‘ilitary Aca- 
demy, West Point, N.Y. The newly ap- 
pointed cadets who are now going through 
the rigors of "Plebe" life are: 

Private Robert Van Orden Wise, for- 
merly of Brooklyn, N.Y., who enlisted 
in the Air Corps on February 28, 1938, 
and was a member of the 99th Bombard- 
ment Squadron until he received his ap- 
pointment to the Academy; 

Private Boone Seegers, formerly sf 
New York, who enlisted in the Air Corps 
on July 7, 1938, and has been on duty 
with the 99th until he received his ap- 
pointment; 

Private John F, Phelan, formerly of 
Wilson Point, Norwalk, Conn., who en- 
listed in the Air Corps on July 28, 
1938, and has been on duty with the 
99th until receiving his appointment. 

The News Letter Correspondent states: 


| "Although the Squadron keenly feels the 


loss of these men, continued success 
through the four years in the Academy 
and happy and prosperous years of ser- 
vice in the Army goes for every member 
of the Squadron." R 
~--000——— 


Colonel Harold A. Strauss, Air Corps, 
has been relieved from duty at the 
Sacramento Air Depot, Sacramento,Calif., 
and assigned to duty in the Pahama 
anal Department. 

Second Lieut. Willard W. Lazarus has 
been relieved from duty at Moffett 
Field, Calif., and assigned to duty in 
the Puerto Rican. Department. 

Second Lieut.. Ladson:'G, Eskridge,Jr., 
is assigned to duty at Moffett Field, 
Calif., upon the completion of his tour 
of duty in the Panama Canal Department. 
His original assignment to Chanute 
Field, 111., was revoked. 

Second Lieut. Warren Mahlon Miller, 
Jr., Air Reserve, of Dallas, Texas, was 
&ss ee to active duty at Randolph 
Field, Texas, until July 16, 1940. 
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